When Great-grandfather Went To Town 

It all started when Theophilus Adcock, watch maker of Methwold went into town & it finished in court with Theo charging a Mr Mullenger with assault and Mullenger counter claiming! Theo Adcock had been driven into town by a Mr Watts and dropped off outside the local Inn. In his pocket was £5 given to him by his mother. In his head was a plan to get the local Indian surgeon drunk and to fleece him of all his money during a card game called “Brag”! Unfortunately Theophillus needed some willing partners for the card scam to work.  He obviously assumed that this wouldn’t be a problem as he waited till he got to the Inn to set it up this small detail. He approached two different groups of men his partners in crime. Theo explained is plan and asked them if they would join him in a game of cards to swindle Mr Parker. He tempted them with a 5 shilling starter if they didn't have any money. He also claimed he would cover any and all losses. As a final sweetner he had a bottle of brandy and a bottle of whiskey to get Mr Parker drunk and to keep his accomplices happy. It seems however as this particular group of men were a little bit more honest than Theo had bargained for. Or maybe, as they were part of an Ordinance surveying team they may have decided keeping their jobs was a safer option. Together they all agreed to tell Mr Parker about Theo’s plan. They also agreed to offer him protection when he wanted to go home. With Theo present they found Mr Parker and told him about Theo’s plan. Then Parker & Watts started a scuffle. Theo hearing the argument said he would settle it with a big stick he was carrying. However, Theo was outnumbered and came off second best. He begged them to stop and said he would go down on hands and knees to beg his pardon if they would let him go. The whole party then left together expecting Theo to go home. They stood chatting outside the church when Mullenger left the group to go home. Without warning Theo cam back carrying his stick & shouted, “Now I've got you alone. I will pay you out for telling Parker” He then hit him across the head and neck. They fell to the ground and struggled. During the struggle the other members of the group arrived and took the stick from him. Norman noticed that Theo had a knife and warned the others. MacLeod arrived and assisted the others in taking the knife from him. Theo was again a beaten man begging for forgiveness. Surprisingly, the men let him go home. At court the Judge found that Theo had became almost like a madman when his plan was defeated by the men. Mullenger admitted assaulting Theo but claimed that this had been in self defence. The Judge agreed with this & dismissed all charges against him. Theo was fined 6p & 13sh in costs. 
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Profile


Born: 1851





Married: Sarah Eastich 1872





Children: Phillipa (1872) Harriet (1875) William (1877) Fred (1878) Hunt (1881) George (1883) Mildred (1884) Bessie & Constance (1889)


Theophillus (1892)Rachel(1894) Arthur (1897)





Died: 1881





His Place In Time: 1851


The Crystal Palace was built for the Great Expedition


The first public library opened in Winchester


London is Britains largest city with a population of 2.4 million


Queen Victoria has been on the throne for 14 years


“A Child’s History of England by Charles Dickens serialised


Repeal of the “WIndow Tax” of 1696


First telegraph cable laid across the English Channel


Ariel and Umbriel moons of Uranus discovered by W Lassell


Census includes, age, marriage, religion & address for fitst time


Death of Mary Shelley author of Frankenstein Monster


The “germ” theory of disease begins to be formalised











